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Introduction 




yet cannot themselves 
ey should choose those 
i Liberty (1859), argues 





TO THE BELOVED and deplored memory of her who was 
the inspirer, and in part the author, of all that is best in my 
writings—the friend and wife whose exalted sense of truth 

tion was my chief reward—l dedicate this volume. Li\e all 
that I have written for many years, it belongs as much to her 


dent degree, the inestimable advantage of her revision; some 
of the most important portions having been reserved for a 
more careful re-examination, which they are now never des¬ 
tined to recdve. Were l but capable of interpreting to the 
world one half the great thoughts and noble feelings which 
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est; comprehending all that portion of a person’s life and 

only with their free, voluntary, and undeceived consent and 
participation. When I say only himself. I mean dirrrtly and in 
the first instance: for - whatever affects himself, may affect 
440 others through himself; and the objection which may be 
grounded on this contingency will receive consideration in the 
5^ sequel. This, thep, is the appropriate regi on of human liberty^ 

sense; li berty of thou ght a nd feeling ; absolute_freedom of 
opinion and sentiment on aii subject s, practical ouspeculative, 
s cientific, moral, or t heological. The liberty of expressing and 
publishing opinions may seem to fall under a different princi¬ 
ple, since it belongs to that part of the conduct of an individual 
450 which concerns other people; but, being almost of as much im¬ 
portance as the liberty of thought itself, and resting in great 

/5econ3ly > the principle requires liberty of taste s and pursuits; 
Sjffrarmng the plan of pur life tp suit nur own rharartrr; of do¬ 
ing a s we like, snhjerr tn m iygn rn'™' : 

without impediment from our fellow creatures, so long as 
what we do does not harm them, even though d»c^ should 

this liberty of each individual, follows the liberty, within the 
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Chapter III 

INDIVIDUALITY, AS ONE OF T 
ELEMENTS OF WELL-BEING 
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from: and is it easier to fit him with a life than with a coat, or 
are human beings more like one another in their whole physi¬ 
cal and spiritual conformation than in the shape of their feet? 
If it were only that people have diversities of taste, that is 
510 reason enough for not attempting to shape them all after one 
model. But different persons require different conditions for 
their spiritual development; and can no more exist healthily 
in the same moral, than all the variety of plants can in the 
same physical, atmosphere and climate. The same things 
which are helps to one person towards the cultivation of his 
higher nature, arc hindrances to another. The same mode of 
life is a healthy excitement to one, keeping all his faculties of 
action and enjoyment in their best order, while to another it 
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it must be by foreigners. They have 
ope in what English philanthropists 
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place and another. The increase of commerce and manufao 
tures promotes it, by diffusing more widely the advantages of 
easy circumstances, and opening all objects of ambition, even 

ing becomes no longer the character of a particular class, but 
730 of all classes. A more powerful agency than even all these, in 
bringing about a general similarity among mankind, is the 
complete establishment, in this and other free countries, of the 
ascendancy of public opinion in the State. As the various social 
eminences which enabled persons entrenched on them to dis¬ 
regard the opinion of the multitude, gradually become lev¬ 
eled; as the very idea of resisting the will of the public, when 
it is positively known that they have a will, disappears more 
and more from the minds of practical politicians; there ceases 
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class, and becomes amenable to moral disapproba- 
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cute others because we are right, and that they must i 
persecute us because they are wrong, we must beware of ; 
mitting a principle of which we should resent as a gross 












language: being nothing short of this—that it is the absolute 
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respecting the limits of that doctrine; as for example, what 
amount of public control is admissible for the prevention of 
70 fraud by adulteration; how far sanitary precaution;, or ar¬ 
rangements to protea workpeople employed in dangerous 
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e would possess permanently a skillful 
functionaries—above all, a body able to 
to adopt improvements; if we would not 
y degenerate into a pedantocracy, this 






















